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Don't	worry	about	me	‐	I'll	be	fine!	

June	2,	1940	

Dear	Poppa,	

I	have	already	written	this	letter	and	sent	it	by	clipper,	but	to	

make	assurance	doubly	sure	I	shall	send	this	copy	by	Mrs.	Kay	whose	son	

is	with	the	A.P.	and	who	is	sailing	on	the	Washington.	

It's	about	our	pay:	we	want	to	send	the	salary	part	of	it,	$77.20	to	

the	U.S.	1)	becuase	we	get	a	better	exchange	2)	because	we	want	to	pay	

off	a	$60	debt	3)	because	we	want,	after	the	debt	is	paid,	to	save	money	

over	there.There	is	an	arrangement	by	which	the	State	dept	pays	

individuals	or	banks	in	the	U.S.	all	or	part	of	Foreign	service	salaries.	We	

have	arranged	to	send	our	salary,	but	not	the	rent	allowance,	to	you.	

Jones	wanted	to	send	it	to	his	mother,	but	I	thought	about	that	$150	in	

the
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	bank	that	you	said	was	in	my	name,	and	decided	it	would	be	a	good	

thing	to	make	it	the	nucleus	of	a	bank	account.	The	hitch	is	that	it	would	

be	a	great	deal	of	trouble	for	you,	as	there	would	be	many	letters	to	mail	

if	the	bank	wouldn't	do	it	themselves.	This	is	our	scheme:	To	send	$10	

monthly	to	Mrs.	Jones,	Sr.	so	she	can	pay	off	the	debt.	To	send	the	rest,	

minus	$.63,	to	us	in	two	installments	a	month,	on	the	1st	and	15th,	in	

francs.	The	$.63	is	for	stamps	to	Mrs.	Jones	and	us	by	clipper.	That	makes	

us	getting	about	1750	francs	each	two	weeks,	plus	the	rent	allowance,	

and	also	we	get	used	to	not	having	that	$10	monthly,	so	that	later	we	can	

save	it	in	the	bank.	If	the	bank	would	do	all	the	details	for	a	sum,	the	

money	would	naturally	come	from	our	account.	
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The	first	payment	will	come	to	you	late	in	July,	and	it	will	be	for	

the	month	of	June.	A	delay	due	to	the	clerical	details.	We	don't	know	

when	the	money	for	July	will	come,	but	after	the	first	time	there	should	

not	be	great	delays.	Unfortunately	we	will	need	money	before	the	1st	of	

August,	or	whenever	it	is	that	the	money	for	June	will	come	back	to	us.	So	

our	plan	is	to	take	some	of	the	$150,	&	deposit	the	June‐coming‐in‐July	

money	when	it	arrives.	So	would	you	please	send	$66.57	to	us	pretty	soon	

quick,	or	if	you	have	plenty	of	leisure	&	just	love	that	sort	of	thing,	send	it	

in	two	installments,	so	as	to	give	us	the	advantage	of	a	probable	fall	in	

the	franc.	Poor	daddy!	You'll	have	to	quit	the	AT&T	and	work	for	us!	

If	I	am	evacuated	from	Paris
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	without	Jimmie,	I	will	receive	$80	monthly,	in	addition	to	the	usual	

salary	&	rent	allowance	paid	to	James,	and	I	will	be	given	the	last	of	1st	

class	transportation	anywhere.	

The	situation	looks	about	as	black	as	possible,	although	Paris	

looks	as	nice	&	calm	as	ever.	Our	only	worry	is	finding	someplace	to	live	

when	&	if	we	leave	Paris,	because	the	south	west	of	France	is	

overcrowded.	I	should	like	to	go	to	Spain	(news!)	if	I	could	get	back	into	

France.	It	might	be	possible,	my	darling	says.	

What	gets	me	clamed	is	the	terrible	number	of	horrible	things	I	

could	tell	you	if	I	had	words	to	express	them.	I	don't,	but	oh	daddy	please	

get	out	your	propaganda	machine	&	set	it	working	to	keep	the	U.S.	out	of	

this	dirty	mess.	There's	no	good	in	it,	on	either	side.	

Love,	

Me	

P.S.	Is	it	true	that	when	you	send	francs	thru	the	Am.	Express	they	only	

give	you	42.00	francs	to	the	dollar?	Someone	just	told	us	that.	It	isn't	true,	

is	it?	If	you	don't	get	53	francs	to	the	dollar,	cancel	the	check	&	send	it	

back.	That's	what	the	Embassy	pays.	


